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6 Captain 1 0 H N H O O K ER, rakes, 


Worthy Gentlemen, 


* Fer ſince 1 conſented to your defies, to Print this 
dd rude Diſcourſe, 1 have been hardly put to it, to 
make an Apology for it ; at firſt 1 reſolved fo 
go the way of. all Authors , 4nd indite my Pa- 
trons, for committing 4 rape upont my modeſty, nd arg 
ging this poor offering, like an wwwilling Sacrifice to the 
Mtar ; but upon. ſecond thoughts, I conld' not but diſap- 
(prove. Tuch «kind. addyeſs, as 100 difingevious, and ute 
mannerly 3. for to avexch Jour importunities for the pub- 
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#299. {elf;hoging that in the grees crow! by thikes 
R 6g come abroad into the world, = vutle prifle may * f 


unobſerved; but if it ſhould bf" ſo dnhappy, as\to-be taken 


ther forein cnn 


 wotice of,1 hope the world will not beſo unconſcionable, as 


to deny me the priviledge of pliying the feol,as well as 6 
thers £ 6 yas iis there nay; be in the 
' Sermon, the ſubjeit of \it 4s ſo great and excellent, that 
'tis no [bame. for any man to lie proftrate under it, for i iN-. 
tredting of ſack high Arguinents inſufficiency, i both Art, 
4nd Rhetorick [If therefore Thave not given it « Chara&- 
er as great 4 it deſerves. Thope this will in ſome mea- 
ſure excuſe. mr, that 1am «man, and not an Angel, but 
however 1 fare in the eftteis of athers;; this comfort 1 
have, that the weaker the Diſconrſe is, the greater Argu- 
went it will be, of theg —_ and obedience of 


HAUL OLA Go , of | 


Your humble _ affectionate Servant, 


[JOHN SCOTT. 
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Pur on there fore the whole Armour 
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Hat which oiverh; us the <a of 
Brutes, and ranketh us ina form of Be- 
ings above them, is the Rational ' and. 
Immortal Spirits we carry about with'us 
for our Bodies they.are but clods of carth ſteeped in” 
phlegme, and-kneaded into Humane ſhapes, and do 
derive their Pedegree from the fame Principles with 
flies and ſcare-bees, and the moſt contemptible A-- 
nimals : but our Souls are of /a- purer alley, and” 
. by their nature- are allied to Angels, and do rder 
upon God himſelf ; and it is by the Title of 'theſe 
Rational Natures that we' are now ſaperior' to | 
Beaſts, and hope hereafter to be. equal with Angels; , 
and yet beſotted Creatures that'we are, how:do; we 
prefer'our: Bodies before our | Souls, imploying alt 
our cares in*providing for,' ad pampering of 'our. 
5 00s -as if our Reaſon/were given. us: forno ather- 
—6hbut to a Cook and: Taylor to our Bodies, to 
BD . ny 


i» EY 
udy Sauſes and falbiors for them; whill! our Im- 
mortal Spirits pine and famiſh, and like forlorn 
things. are wholly abandongdl dyrwetor, wretched. 
neſs 'and miſery. :_ that it.is. {6 , is apparens 
by - roomaniy” woftib Inftanecs * - the poor La- 
bourer that ſweatech, and toileth all day for his 
Body, thinketh much. at; night to beſtow upon 
his Soul a Prayer *of a quarter of an hour 16ng ; 

the Tradeſman that thinks no Induftxy toq muck. 
to make # farr an$* ample proviſion: for his Body, 
grudgeth to expend a'\few wo thoughts and en- 
deayours in the purchaſe of an eternal "Inheritance 
for his Soul ; the Souldier that fhuts up his Body in 
- ribs:ok Inort and Centsof Nealo to ſecure: it fhomr 
the: Swend andr Bullets: of his: Enemies, expateth 
his Soub nnacmatitoall the fiery-darts ofthe Devil ; 

and: though. his.underftanding: kavh a6 much need 
oh; Knowledge:as kizbbead hackof an biclmet, his. | 
Wilk as muck! need of! Fuftice) as his Breatt of a 
Branchdar, his Aﬀcttions as mach- need of Fortitude 
and tomperance > as: Iris: Eego' and hands: have of 
Gneavesatdl Gamers, yer'ho-mentures them 'all-na- 
ked amiari fi: a" thonfand Encimies, as if his little 
Eds:br Fingad wer miore:dearand precious to him, 
thanhiskmmonal:Soul.- Butif we would bo good 
Spubjian amd good mem-too; we mutt arm our ſolves 
veitchiniaswell wat: andias we hainefs: our 
Bodies in. Iron; fo maſbwe pot on npon; our Souls: 
the Shots Sema of 1 "rp and'this is the. 
of a9 Eg nds Loy which/T 4 y 
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believing in Chiri,and obeying kim; And foalfo 


when in Epbeſ. 4- 22, 24- he exhorteth them to pur 


off the 01d man, and put on the new, he meaneth 
nothing ciſe, but that they -ſhould forſake their Hea- 


then Superſtitions and Idolatrous untleannefles, and 


conform alltheir a&ions to the new Rule of Chriſti- 
an-purity. 

In the words thus ex plained; you have firſt fonie- 
thing implicd,: which.is, that the Chriſtian Religi- 
on is armour of deferice unto the Souls of men. 

Secondly, ſomething expreſſed, -that if we mean 
it ſbould arm and defend us, we muſt believe and 
practiſe It. 

Firft, that: the Chriſtian Religion 1 15 armour of 
defence: untothe Souls of men, that is, it is of the 
ſame uſe to mens Souls as Armour is to their Bodies; 
for as the end of armour is to deſend mens bodies, 
and ſecure them againſt the weapons of their Ene- 
mics, ſo the great end and defign of the Chriſtian 
Religion is to: defend mens Souls from wharſocver 


_ Is hurtful and i injurious to them.” Now there arc 


but two ſorts of evils in the world, both which arc 
anjurious to the Souls of men. The firſt is the evil 


. of fin, and the ſecond is the evil of miſery, and'a- 


Saiok both. acls Blieiſiaatby worn Rrongly arm 


"Bir, for theoviliof fin, which up6n ſeveral ac-. 
counts is injurious _to. .mens:Spuls, it- overthrowerh: 
the Order and Occonomy- of \ their natpres, in-: 


bd 


laying. their Reaſon . to; their Paffibis '@id -Appe-- 
tites 3 9: 
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"Urs; "at diſconipoſerh the tra quility of their ; 
minds, by inf icing them with wild and inconfiftent | 
ffions, and it difturbeth the peace of their Con- 
ciences, by ſuggeſting black thoughts, and horri- 
ble refl-Qions to'them ; theſe and ſeveral other 
, ways is Vice i injuri-us to our Souls. And therefore 
'tis the defign of Chriſtianity to arm us againſt this 
greatevil, to ſecure and defend us againſt all the- 
Weapons of -unrightcouſneſs. Hence the Apoſtle 
"tllerk us,that theGrace of God,that is,theGoſpel,was 
revealed from Heaven, for this very end, to reach ws - 
to aeny all ungodlineſs, and worldly lu, and_to live 
ſoberly, and righteouſly,and godly in this preſent world, 
|  Tit.z. 11: and St. Fohn telleth us, That for this 
purpoſe the Son of God was manifeſted, that he might 
' deſtroy tha works of the Devil, 1 John 3. 8.. this was - 
_the = of the Son of. God i into the world, and 


© 6. © % - 


.I- Firſt, It reftraineth us from it by Es pureſt 
| Laws: the Lawsof Chriſtian Religion have made 
fo great a gulph between our fi 93s and ſeparated us. 
fromthemby ſuch'an infinite diftance, that it is.im- 

poſſible - for thietii to come at us, or forus togo to 
thein, whilft we perſevere 1 in our obedience to them, | 
for they do not only forbid' us that which. is really 
evil, Var do alſ8cord mand us.to al By in from all ap- 

0 farout of the 
tep=- 
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Pifiicetof evit;4nd'do remove us 


.66) 

territories of fin, that they will not permit us to.ap- 
proach the borders of it; and left we might w 

happily go farther than we {hould, they forbidus 
to go as tar as we may,and will not aow us To.much 
as to come within the skirts, and ſuburbs of iniqui- 
ty, Forin'moral actions the diſtance. isfrequently 
ſo ſmall, between the utmoſt of what is.lawtul,and 
the nearmoft of what is 1inful, that there are very 
few men in the worltd<an ſet a rule to themſchues, 
hicherto may Ig0.and no farther ; and therefore 
without an infallible guideto point out tothem the 
juit and particular I;mits of Jawtu: and unlawful, 
men can hardly be lecure, whilſt they dwell upon 
upon the frontiers and neighbourhood of fin ; and 
therefore the Goſpel commands us, at leatt, to en 
deavour to keep at diftance from firning, .and not 
come near the pitch, left we be dchicd by it; nei- 
ther'doth it only reſtrain us from.outward as, but 
alſo from inward inclinations to evil ; we muſt he 
ſo far from murdering our Brother, that we. muſt nat 
hate, or wiſh il] to him ; fo far from practifing ca- 
pine and oppreſfion, that we mult not fo much as 
covet our neighbours Pcflcfſons; ſo far from aRing 
adulrery, that'we muſt not look upona woman to 
luft afterher:chus the Laws of our, Reljgion you (ce 
do ftrike at the very root of fin, agd choak the very 
ſprings from whence thoſe bitter ſtreams derive ; 
and do not like other Laws meerly reſtrain our.out- 
ward practice, but alſolay reins upon, our .defires, 
and extend their Empire to our free«born thoughts, 
Inthis refpe& Therefore Chriſtianity doth moi ef- 


w# A 4 


feRually 
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feQually arr us: againſt fin, as jt reftraineth- us from 
it by thepurek Laws that cyer were. 
. Second)y, By dilwading us [rom it with the moſt 
prevailiag Arguments. There is no Article- of the 
Chritan faith, but is a copious Topick of motives 
to Viriue 3 and if men would but take the pains to 
extract from each their proper and juſt inferences, 
and to ponder .thoſe great obligatzons togratitude, 
and duty which-the ſeveral Articles of their Reli- 
i0n-do devolve. upon them, Chriſtianity mult ne- 
ccfarily do wonders in the. world, and work ftrange 
alterations in the hives, and manners, of, Chriſtians; 
far there 15 no: tone that it leavethy unturned, no- 
thing within us that is capable of perſwaſton, bur it 
addreiith to, to win upon our hope ; it propoſeth 
to.us a happineſs ſo extenſive, that we can neither 
deſire, nor imagine beyond it ;j a happineſs that is e- 


al rothe utmoſt capacities of our natures, and 


parrallel ro the longeſt duration of our beings, that 
hath not the leaſt tang of miſery in1t, no bitter fare- 
wel nor appendant fing to it, but is all quinteſſence 


campoſcd of the pureſt extracts of joy and pleaſure, 


what greater motive can be urged to:diſſwade us 
from Gnning, than the. hope of ſuch a happineſs as 
doth fo.infinitely- out-bid alkthat vice can proffer us, 
and is weighty enough te-preponderate, all its tem- 
ptations, though all the world were in the counter- 


ballance : but if we are ſ@ wedded! to our luths that 
no hope of advantage will difingage us'from them ;- 


Chriſtianity thunders againſt them: all the: dreadful 
threats thar are: capable of ſcaring us into.ſober pur- 
poles 3 it denowncathrunguenchable fire, and-ctore 


nal 


($) 
nal vengeance againſt all unrighteouſneſs and ungod- 
lineſs of men, and altarms our fears with all- the in- 
_ . conceivable horrors that an everlaſting hel menaceth; 
and that this may not ſcare us only from open pro- 
phaneſs into cloſe and ſecret hypocrifie, it afſu- 
reth us that there will be a day of fearful account, 
and wherein all that we acted behind the Curtain, 
ſhall be brought into publike view, upon an open 
Theater, and proclaimed to all the world by the 
Trumpet of. God, agd the voice of an Archangel ; 
and that we may be aſſured that theſe terrors of the 
Lord are not meer bugs, and ſcare crows, it giveth 
us a fearful example of Gods ſeverity againit fin, in 
the death and ſufferings of his own Son, wherein he 
hath proclaimed himſcif an implacable etemy to 
vice, in that he would not pardon it without the 
blood of the moſt beloved darling of his Soul ; and 
| certainly he thatafter this aſſurance of Gods ſeve- 
rity againſt fin, can dare to be wicked, is a moſt va- 
Jiant and ccuragious ſinner ; and if after he hath 
confronted the Tribunal of God, and out-ſ{aced the 
the flames of Hel, he can lavgh at this fearful ex- 
ample of the Divine ſeverity, he is fit for a Re- 
ſerve, or a forlorn-hope, and may boldly venture to 
be wicked through all the terrors in the world : but 
if men ſhould be ſo ſenſeleſly wicked as rot to be 
perſwaded either by hope or fear, yet perhaps inge- 
nuity may prevail ; which that it may,Chriftianity 
preſleth us with the moft endearing motives. in the 
world, it ſets.-before us the infinite obligations 
which God hath laid upon us, in beſtowing upon. 
us our beings, .in ſurrounding; us with his carefol. 
201 Providence, 


(9) 


Providence, but aboye all in giving his Son to die fof 
us; and to infer this laſt, it repreſenteth our moſt kind 


and merciful Redeemer groaning under the cruelty of 


our {ins.; it jbringeth forth his bloody garments, as Amn- 
thozy did thoſe of the murdred Ceſar, and ſpreadeth 
them before our eyes, and in the moſt paſſionate man- 
ner, accuſeth our {ins for being his Aſſaſſines and mur- 
derers, and we nd in our hearts to hug his Executio- 
ners, to harbour tne {:aitors that ſlew our Friend, 
our Friend that luved us a thouſand times better 
than ive love 5ue. ſelves ; Snrely if we ſhould, we 
{ho deſerve ro by branded for the moſt dilingenious 
andm 34; niturcd Ferfons in the world ; for "tis im. 
Pofhiiic {27 ally indnehb Ihould oblige us, 1t we find 
1 27 Nearts 0 bs 14 {cd, 11 Spight of all the love of 
God, and all: cho wound and biood of our Redeemer. 
Law you fre wiki whar powertul Arguments Chri- 
ſhianity 04 arm vs 202101 tins | | 
Thar ly , itarm-:it3 5 aca ſt it with the moſt pOWEr- 
ful G:ac- and atliita cu. Chinttianity Isanimated with a 
Divin« Spirit, that heck: 2ll along enlivened & actuated 
it, &ren (ered it in all 2:43 {> ſucceſsful and victorious, 
'twasby virtue of this D: ie Spirit that it triumphed 
in its{very infancie over all {hs power and malice of the 
world, that like the Palm-tre-, it grew by depreflion, 
and conquered in the midit of tiames ; inſomuch that 
within leſs than an hundr<d years aiter thedeath of 
Chrik, it had made ſucceſsfu} inroads into the remoteſt 
Kingdoms, and captivated a grcac part of mankind into 
the belicf and obedience of it ; and though it found the 
minds of men prepoſſeſſ:4 with a conrary Religion, & 
conſequently had mighty prejudices ro combat before it 


could come to lay fiege to their Reaſon ; yet ir charged 
C liks 


(10) 
like a Thunderbolt through all theſe obſtacles, and 
with its ſpiritual Artillery battered down all oppotiti- 
on before it, and wrought ſuch ſtrange alterations in 
the world, that the world ſcarce knew her ſelf, and 
Kood admiring at her own change : She ſaw the thron- 
_ ged Temples of the Heathens unfrequented, the ado- 
red Gods derided, the celebrated Oracles ceaſed, the 
wiſe Philoſophers puzled , the enraged . Magiftrates 
diſheartened, by the unſucceſsfulneſs of their own cru- 
cltics, and all rhis done by a few deſpicable and illite- 
rate fiſher.men, and yet all this had not been fo 
ſtrange, had it won men only toan Opinion ora Fa- 
Rion ; for ſuch chaff will ſooneſt catch ſmall birds, a 
-iddy and a hair-brain'd multitade ; but the wonder of 
it was, that Chriſtjanity converted men frem folly and 
vice, toa ſublime pitch of virtue, and ſubſtancial 200d- 
neſs; and of vitious, deboyched, and diflolute, made 
them ſober and temperate, and righteous, which is ſo 
clear an evidence of. that extraordinary power and <f11- 
cacie that accompanied it, that the Heathens attriby- 
ted its ſucceſſes to thepower of Magick, as St. 4uftiz 
hath obſerved, concluding that 'twas impoſlibie for it 
to conquer through ſo many difficulties, without the 
aſſiſtance of ſome mighty and powerſul Spirit : and 
though it doth not now convert men ſo miraculouſly 
as it did at firſt, but proceedeth in more rational” and 
humane methods, by joyning in with our underſtand- 
and leading us forward by reaſon and ſobriety, by in- 
ſtruRing our faculties in the right perceprion of things, 
and by diſcovering a fuller evidence, and ſtronger con- 
nexion of Truths ; ſo that whatſoever affiſtance it now 


affordeth ys, it worketh in the ſame way, and after the 
n n= ſamc 


Il) 


fame manner, as if they were all performed by the 


ſcrengch of our own Reaſon, yet ſtill there are mighty 
aſfiftances accompanying all its miniſtrations, and it 1s 
enlivened with a Divine Power and ctlicacie ; for ſtill 
thoſe Promiſes are in force, to him that hath ſhall - be 
given; and he will give his Spirit unto every one that 
asketh ; ſothat Gods Grace is wanting tonone, but to 
thoſe that are wanting to themſelves ; for if we will 
be ſo ingenious as to do what we can, God will be fo 
gracious as to help us todo what we cannot ; if there- 
fore we do not doall, it is our own fault, fince we may 
do all through Chriſt, who will ſtrengthen us, if we 
do what wecan. What therefore may we not do who 
are thus armed with Divine aſſiſtance ? What fins are 
there ſo ftrong, that we may not mortite ? What 
Paſſions ſo. violent, that we may not tame ? What ha- 
bits ſo inveterate, that we may not vanquiſh, who are 
thus backed, and aided with auxiliaries from above ? 
And thus you ſee what impenitrable armour the) Chri- 
ſtian Religion is againſt all the darts and weapons of 
fin, and how able itis to render us ſhot-proof, and in- 
vulnerable again all its temptations. 

I come now to the ſecond thing propoſed, which is 
to ſhew you that Chriſtianity is armor of proof againtft 
the evil of miſery, that is againſt all thoſe cares and 
fears, thoſe griefs and ſorrows, vexations and anxieties 
wherewith we are here incompaſſed on every ſide ; and 
indecd there is nothing in the world can give ſo much 
eaſe unto the minds of men, and fortifie them ſo im- 
pregnably againſt the miſeries of the world as true Re= 
ligion. Hence is that of our Saviour, Come uno 74 all 
ye that are weary and heavy laden, and 1 will refreſÞ 
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you, Matth. 11. 28. that is, all you that are tired out 


with the croſſes and troubles of this miſerable world. 
do but become by Diſciples, believe my Do&rine, and 
obey my Commands, and I will give caſe and refreſh- 
ment to your minds. And in the following verſe he 
tellech us, that by taking his yoke, that is his Religi- 
on upon us, we ſhall find reſt for our Souls : and of 
neceſlity his yoke muſt mightily contribute to the arm- 
ing of Souls againſt the troubles of the world upon 
theſe following accounts. 

7. Firſt, in that it naturally inſpireth vs 'with true 
courage and magnanimity ; there is nothing in the 
world ſo yaliant and heroick as a true Chriſtian pirit 3 
for its courage is compoſed of the beſt Metal in the 
World, of Patience and Temperance, of Conſrancie 
and Reſignation to the Will of God, all which ming- 
led together do beget in the Soul an invincible firmneſs 
and ſtaiedneſs of mind againſt all dangerous and do- 
lorous accidents whatſoever : for what accident can 
daunt a Soul that is weaned by temperance from the 
pleaſures of the body, and hardened by patience a- 
gainft the pain and diſpleaſures of it. that hath o ſub- 
dued her paſſions as to be alwayes preſent to her ſelf, 
and conftant to her own Reaſon, and having relioned 
up all tothe Condua of D+vine. Providence, Preceiveth 
every accident as a token of love, and giveth a hearty 
welcome. to whatſoever befalleth her ? Such a Sou] as 
this ſrandeth firm as a Rock, out-braving all the forms 
of Fortune, making its envious waves retire in empty 
foam, and infenificant Paſsion : but whereſoever theſe 
brave Qualitics are wanting, it is impoſstble a man 


thoyld be truly couragioys ; for intemperance, impa- 
tience, 


(23) 
*tience, and diffidence will let io every trouble that af 
ſaults us, to ſpoil and ravate us at plcature, and ex- 
- poſe all the peace and tranquillitity of our minds to 
the mercy of every tritlc, ſo that we {ha'l not be able 
to abide the [hock of any croſs a.cident that encoun- 
tereth us, butlike cowardly Poultrons ſhall lie down 
vanquiſhed at the feer of every trouble that befalleth 
us ; and there 15 no greater figne of cowardize and 
weakneſs of ſpirit, than an aptneſs to be diſcompoſed 
with trifles ; fo: as ſick perſons are offended at the light 
of the Sun, and the fr: ihneſs of the air, which admi- 
niſter plcaſure and recreation to thoſe that are in health; 
even fo perſ»ns of weak and pufillanimous ſpirits are 
ealily oftended;rheir minds are ſotender and effeminate, 
that they cannot bear the leaſt air of trouble without 
diſturbance ; and what would bea diverſion to a cou- 
rageous Soul, grieveth and incommodateth them. But 
when we are once arrived to a due pitch fof patience, 
temperance and confidence in God, all the troubles. of 
the worid will he bur like flea-bites to a ſleeping Lyon, 
& we ſhall no more be concern d with theſe little croſfles 
and miſchances, than the Moon is with the yelp- 
ing of thoſe whiffl:ng Curs that bark at her from be- 


low. For true Chriſtian Courage is the moſt heroick 


of all other : for Courage is meerly brutal confilting 
in heats-and ſcrments of the blood and ſpirits, in which 
Game-cocks and Maſtives out-vy che greateſt Heroes in 
the world : .but the Courage of a Chriſtian: is truly 
Rational and manly, founded in Religion. and true 
Principles of Reaſin, and. fo is a thouſand. times more 
manageable and uſcful than that which ariſeth only, out 
of temper and complexion; for this ſort of Courage 


15; 
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is headftrong and- unruly; and like an hot metall'd 
Horſe, doth oftentimes ride away with the Rider, and 
inftead of fecuring us from, carries us headlong into 
miſchief ; but true Chriſtian courage 1s gentle and ob- 
ſequious to the Commands of Reaſon, and upon that 
account is far more uſeful in our extremities, and is 
more applicable to our neceſsities. Since therefore 
Chriſtianity inſpireth us with ſuch an excellent Cou- 
rage as this is, it cannot but render us invincible, 
and cftcually (hicld us again all the blows of For- 
tune. 

Secondly, It armeth ns againft the miſeries of the 
World , by reconciling us unto God ; 'tis impoſsi- 
ble a man {ſhould be free from trouble and anxicty of 
mind whilſt he is in a ſtate of emnity with God : tor 
' there is grafted within our very natures ſuch a natural 
aweand dread of a Divine Power, asdoth neceifarily 
alarum all that ſear and horror that is within us, when- 
ſoever we knowingly provoke that Power we fo much 
dread and tremble at ; and our Conſciences being thus 
in a tumulc and uproar, will give a ſting to all our mi- 
ſeries, and render all our dangers more terrible and a- 
mazing : 't will repreſcntevery croſs accident to us as 
a Meſſenger of God's vengeance, andevery little dan- 
ger as an approaching ſtorm from Heaven ; and then 
how maſt every danger affrizht, and every miſery op- 
preſs us that comes with a Commiſsion from that Al- 
mighty Vengeance, which we ſo naturally dread and 
tremble at ? How can we but fink even under our 
croſſes when we think what a load of wrath there 
15in them ? How can we but quake at our dangers, 


when we look upon them as ſo many thunderbolts, 
which 
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which Omnipotent fury is hurling at our head ;. the 
thought of this will imbitter all our miſerics, and make 
the moſt. trifling dangers to. look ſtern and terrible; 
hence it is that of the Wiſcman, The wicked flee when 
720 man perſueth, but the righteo e bold as a Lyon : 
For though no man purtueth thEm, yet their- own. 
Conlciences like reſticſs furies Kaunt them whethber e- 
ver they gy, and this makes them flce before a ſha- 
dow, and when none purſueth them, they run away 
fr-m themſelves. Thus whilſt we are in hoſtility a- 
gainti God, we lie open to all weathers, and our own 
| Conſciences do betray us to the fury of all thoſe trou- 
bles and dangers that ſurround us. But the great end 
of Chriſtian-Religion is toreconcile us unto God ; in 
order to which it both propofeth a peace to us, and the 
terms and Articles, upon which it is to be obtained ; 
which terms when we have performed, the Quarrel 
preſently endeth in a mutual Confederacie 3 and of 


enemies we become the friends an4 favourites of God; 


upon which there followeth a Jubilee of joy and peace 
within ; the Conſcience ſmileth and growerth calm, as 
the Ocean when the wind is laid:and now, if troubles 
befal us,if danzers encounter us, 'tis all but like the rat- 
ling of Hail upon the tiles of a Muſfick-houſe, which 
with all their cluttering and noiſe will not be ab'e to 
diſturb the Harmony within. For aquiet Conſcience 
will be a Paradiſe in a wilderneſs, a Haven in the midſt 
of ſtorms ; it will make a man fearleſs in danger, joy- 
ful in tribulation, and inable him to fing with a thorn 
at his breaſt ; and when troubles and croſles ſurround 
him on every fide, that will be a Sanctuary to _— 

- Where- 


k 


(16) 
whereunto he may retire, and be merry in ſpite of 
Fortune : Thus by reconciling us unto God, the Chri- 
ſian Re)igion armeth us againit all the miſeries in the 
world. 

Thirdly It doth it alſo by aſſuring us of that ſpe- 
cial care and regard which the Divine Providence hath 
of us, and our affairs : Chriſtianity aſlureth us, zhat 
all things ſhall work together for the good of them that 
love God, and keep his Commandments : that even their 
affliztions {hal} proſper them, and all the croſs-winds 
conſpire to blow them to the righi Port ; and what 
oreater ſecurity can a man deſire, then tro have all his 
affairs managed by a Providence that is infinite'y wiſe, 
and knoweth what is beſt forus; infinitely kn, and 
willeth what he knowerh beſt ; and infinitely power- 
ful, and doth what it wilicth ; this 15 the urmoti that 
any modeſt or reaſonable man can defire for his ſecuri- 
ty, and he that firmly believeth this, muft nec farily 
be happy whatſoever betalleth him : for whaticever 
happeneth, he raketh as a favour, becauſe it cometh 
from the hand of that wiſe and merciful Providerce, 
which he is well aflured doth both know an4 do that 
which is bet for im : and js it not a thouſand rimes 
better that our affairs ſhuuld be managed as God think- 
eth fit, whois 'o much wiſer than we, and loveth us 
far better than we do our ſclves, than that they ſhould 
always jump with our childiſh hopes, and keep pace 
with our extravagant fancies ; and if the Government 
of all events thar befal us were put into our own bands, 
would it not be our wiſdom and our intereſt to reſign it 
it back into Gods hands again, who, as we muſt needs 

| ac- 
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acknowledged can carve a thouſand times-better 
for us, than we for our ſelves ? why then ſhould 
we be troubled that our affairs ſometimes run-coun- 
ter to our humours and fancies ; did we underſtand 
the reaſon . of Gods dealings, and ſee what he 
ſeeth, and know what he knoweth, we ſhould praiſe 
him on our bended knees, for thoſe crofſes which 
are now the innocent cauſes of our repinings againſt 
him. This therefore in Reaſon ought to ſatisfie us 
that we are under the ProteRion of a moſt wiſe and 
gracious Providence ; and thatif affligions do be- 
fal us, they are but Rods in the hands of our Bene- 
factor, and tokens of love from a reconciled Father. 
For what reaſon can we have either to fear or com- 
plain, when we know our ſelves ſheltered within 
the bolome of that Providence, in which all the Di- 
vine Attributes, like ſo many Guardian Angels do 
pitch their Tents, about uss Within this bleſſed 
. Ark, if we pleaſe, we may live ſecurely, whilſt all 
the floods of miſery do ſwell, and rove about us ; 
here we may fing Requiems in the loudeſt Thunders, 
and ſleep ſecurely.in the midſt of ftorms ; for what 
ſhould we be afraid of, when we have Omnilſcience 
for our Pilot, Omnipotence for our Convoy, and 
All-ſufficient Goodneſs for our Purveyer and Ca- 
terer : by the help of this one confideration a-man 
may bid defiance to miſery, / and ſtand impregnable 
againft all the Batterics of the world. - © 
Fourtbly, and laſtly, Ghriftianity-armeth/us a- 
gainft theevilof:miſery, by affuring us of a blefſed 
Immortality ; and verily were itnot for the _ of 
"RX: D this, 
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this, man were of all Creatures the moſt miſers- 
ble. For his very. Reaſon, by which he is capa- 
ble of a larger happineſs, doth moſt commonly, in 
this life, prove an Inftrument of grief and vexation 
to him : and as for the Beaſts they are as ſenfible of 
ſenſual pleaſures as we ; they reliſh their morſels 
with as great a guſt, and enjoy their delights with 
as quick a ſenſe, as the greateft Epicures in the 
world. Befides which, their Harmony is not min- 
gled with the ſad diſcords of a wounded Conſci- 
ence, which often interrupts: our mirth, and puts a 
Ring to all our pleaſures : And as for troubles the 
beaſts only feel them whilt they are preſent, and 
are not alarmed with fear at the approach of-them, 
nor vexed with deſpair in the preſence of them, nor 
wracked with fruitleſs cares of removing them ;' to 
all which inconveniencies our Reaſon expoſeth us. 
So that were it not for the hope of a ſuture happi- 
neſs, man, that is the top of this lower Creation, 
would be the moſt miſcrable part of it, and we 
ſhould have reaſon to envy. the happineſs of the 
pretty Birds, that fit merrily ſinging on the trees ; 
and to wiſh that we could change conditions with 
the Fiſhes, that ſport and play in the filver-ſtreams, 
devoid of all rhoſe griefs and ſorrows, cares and an- 
xitics with which we acc wrackt, and tortured every 
moment the only thing therefore that 'maketh our 
life deſirable,and giveth ic the advantage 'of Non- 
eatity,.is this, that how mean ſoever our: condition 
is here, yet we are born to higher .hopes; and''ars 
now but Candidatcs for an'Immortal _— 
$11 & an 
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and of this the Chriſtian Religion giveth us tho 
molt certain aſſurance, even by the ReſurreRion of 
Chriſt from the dead. By this it is that we are be- 
gotten into a lively hope of an eternal Inkeritance, 
as the Apoſtle tells us, 1 Petey 1. 3. and indeed this 
is a proof of the Immortal tate beyond all other 
Arguments, whether Moral, or Phyſical ; for had 
not this Do&rine of Immortality been true, it can- 
| not be imagined, that the God of Truth would have 
ſcaled and conhrmed it, as he did, by raifing the 
Author .of it from the dead ; fince in ſo doing he 
muſt have been guilty of cheating the world, and 
ſeconding the moſt rank Impotture, than which 
we cannot form a conceit: more black or incongru- 
cus tothe nature of God. Wherefore now life and 
Immortality are as clear and evident as the Reſur- 
retion of Chriſt from the dead, of which we have 
as full aſſurance as we can poſlibly have of any mat- 
ter of fac in. the world : for the eye-witneſſes of 
it confirmed their Teſtimony with their blood, 
which is the higheft pledge that a man can give of 
his honeſty, and there is no credit tobe given to 
men, if they may not be believed upon this ſecuri- 
ty. Thus Chriſtianity, -youfſee, hathſounded our 
hopes of Immortal /happineſs:'upon the ſureft Foun- 
dations in the world -; which hope is ſufficient ro 
raiſe any conſidering man above the reach of miſe- 
ry. For would we but keep our thoughts within 
thoſe higher and untroubled Regions, we ſhould be 
able to look down -upon' theſe little affairs, about 


which poor. mpnals ſcramble, avith -as much con- 
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tempt and ſcorn, as we do upon the toils and la- 
bours of a little world of Ants about a Molehil, 
who arc not altogether fo ridiculous, becauſe they 
do not divide their molchil into littie Empires, nor 
defraud, and murder, nor be falſe and treacherous to 
one ancther for the greater ſhare, nor were they 
ever ſo cxtravagant as to march out in Armies to 
kill their neighbouring Ants, ſo to extend their Do- 
minion over the next handful of a turf : but he 
whoſe hope hope hath mounted him to Heaven, 
can from thence look down and ſigh, and ſmile at 
all theſe fooleries, and ſlight, and undervalue what- 
focver ſenſual men, poor fouls do fear, or hope, or 
long for, or purſue : for he hath ſuch a glory with- 
ia the proſpeR of his faith and hope, as do at one 
olimpſc foil all the glory of the world, and unfting 
all its miſcries. The fight of that flowery Canaan 
of Reſt and pleaſure that lieth before him, incou- 
rageth him to march on with joy and alacrity 
through this howling deſert of. ſorrow and miſery, 
and make the wilderneſs toſeem a Paradiſe to him ; 
and at worſt, all the ill uſage that he meets with 
here, will but make carth more loathſome now, and 
Heaven more welcome to him hereafter. When 
therefore he is toſſed in-this tempeftuous Sca , he 
conſidereth with himſelf, that a few Leagues farther 
licth that bleſſed Port where he fhall be crowned as 
ſoon as he is landed; and concludes that when he 
15 gotten ſafe on ſhore, he ſhall then look back with 
pleaſure and-delight upon thoſe threatning waves he 
Row encountreth, and ſor ever bleſs the ftorms _ 
W1nds: 
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Winds that drave him thither, and fo reſolveth with 
St Paul, That the ſufferings of this preſent life are not 
worthy to be compared with the Joys that ſhall be re- 
vealed, Rom. 8. 18. and thus you fee what incom- 
parable armour the Chriſtian Religion is, both a- 
gainſt fin and miſery. But yer we muſt not think jt 
will defend us, if we only keep it by us to look on ; 
there neyer was any Souldier ſo fooliſh: as to think 
himſelf ſecure in a Battle becauſe he hath excellent 
armourat home locked up in his cheſt, or cloſet,and 
yet ſo beſotted are many men, as to expeRt defence 

_ and ſecurity from their Religion becauſe they are 
baptized Chriſtians, and have a Scheme of Chri- 
Kianity in. their Bibles : as if Religion were no- 
thing but a Charm or : Amulet, which being hung 
about their necks, muft immediately diſinchanc 
them of all their maladies : but' be not miſtaken, 
if ever you mean this armour of God ſhould do you. 
-good, you muſt put it on, you muſt tranſcribe its _ 
Do&rines into your belicf, and its duties into your 
practice : which is the ſecond thing I propoſed to 
diſcourſe of, that if we would have Chriſtianity 
armour of defence unto us, we muſt put it on, that 
is, we muſt believe and obey it ; for unleſs we be- 
lieve the Doarines of Chriſtianity, how can they 
defend us, eitherfrom fin, or miſery ; for our ho- 
Iy Religion doth not work magically upon men, nor 
make them invulnerable, as the Witch .did _£b:/- 
tes, meerly-by Charms and Inchantments ; but ic 
proceeds by rational and accountable Methods and 
fortiicth our minds by Reaſon and Arguments ; but 
a gb no 
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.no Propoſals of Reafon can work upon the minds 
of men that do not believe them ; .and though the 
. things propoſed be never ſo true in themſelves, yer 
unleſs we aſlent tothe truth of them, we ſhall be 
ao more concerned in them, than if they were the 
grolleft fictions. . For no man _will be moved by 
-thoſe things in which he thinketh he hath -no in- 
tereſt. s but in-pure falſhoods we can have none, be- 
caulc they are pure Non-entiries. To what purpoſe 
therefore is it that Chriſtianity hath armed us e- 
gaintt fin with the Rtrongeſt motives in the warld, 
if we do not believe them, all the Glories it pro- 
poſcth will fignific no more tous, than the promiſe 
of a fair Inheritance in Vropia ; and we hall be.no 
-more concerned in all the terrors it. denounceth,than 
if we were only threatnsd with. an .invaſion ſrom 
the world in the Moon. ; and what though Cari- 
Kianity fortifies us againſt miſery , with Argu- 
-ments Krong enough to create comfort in hell, 
yetif we give no credit to them, they will he as far 
from comforting us, as the feſtival dreams of a ftar- 
ving man, are from ſatisfying his hunger : 4f there. 
fore we intend that Religion ſhould ſecure us, ei- 
ther from fin or miſery, we muſt imbrace its propo- 
Als with a hearty and lively faith, and as we muſt 
believe it, ſo we muſt praftice.it, elſe it will be as 
unfignificantto us as the Dreams of the Alchorar 
forthe wayof Chriſtian Religion is not to hale 
and drag :men -out of the arms of their lufts by 
force, and irrcliftable power, but by Argumentsto 
dollietethcnuto the; pragiice of qhoſe dyties.it .ca- 


joyneth, 
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Joyneth, and by that to wean them from. their vi- 
cious inclination. ' For our 'Religion walks in the. 
Methods of our nature, and carries us on by de- 
grees, from Acts to Habits of Goodneſs : and in 
this Method it is, that the Divine Grace, which 
accompanies Chriſtianity doth work its effe&s upon 
the ſpirits of men ; notby an inſtantaneous infuſi- 
on of virtuous Habits into their Wills, but by ma- 
king eftetual addrefles to their Reaſon, and Con- 
ſciences to perſwade them to thwart their vicious in- 
clinations, by praRiting thoſe virtues that are con- 
trary tothem 2: and ſoit goeth on, moving us to a 
continued repetition of thoſe virtuous as, until 
all our evil Habits are gone out, and expired into the 
contrary Habits of Virtue and Goodnefs. For the 
Grace of God is like a graffc put into a ſtock of an- 


other nature, it makes nfe of the faculties and 


juyce of the ſtock, but by degrees converts all into 


its own nature : and therefore we uſually ſee that 


Whena.man hath been wicked, the beginnings of 
his Reformation proceed not from! habit and incli- 
nation, but from fear and terror; 'and whilſt he 
doth obey God, he wonld rebel if he dared 3 but 
perſevering in his obedience, he 'groweth more ha- 

ituated to it,” and fo by degrees it becontes his na- 


ture. This thereforg being the ordingry Method of 
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marient habits of virtue, "our vbedience; to its com- 
mands. is indiſpenfably* neceſſary, if we expeR it 
ſhould either reſcue; or ſecure 'vs from fin ;. for no 
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ons.; ;which flate without a Miracle no man ean 
arrive to but through intermediate as of Obedi- 
ence; and as without the practice of it duties Chri- 
ſtianity cannot arm us againſt fin, ſo neither can it 
againſt miſery : for all thoſe gracious Promiſes, and 
comfortable Propoſals by which our Religion arms 
us againſt the miſerie of this world, are ſuſpended 
Upon the condition of our obedience to its Laws, 
and whilſt this is wanting, there 1s not one word 
of .comfort for us in all the glad Tidings of the Gol- 
pl there isno Promiſe in it will open a door of 
hope to ſhelter us from the ſtorms of trouble ; but 
all its dreadful threats will be perpetually thunde« 
ring out their terrors upon us, fo that if we are re- 
ſolved to be wicked, we can never expe&t comfort 


from Chriſtianity ; for it hath, ſet upa flaming 
Sword to chaſe all wickedneſs ont-of the Paradice 


of its joys : ſo that we may as ſoon ſuck Balſom 
out of a Scorpions fting, or gather Necqar from 4 
neſt of Waſps, as joy or comfort from the /Chrifti- 
an Religion, whilſt we-perſevere in oyr ,wicked- 
neſs : thus you ſee how neceſſary .it is that 'we 
ſhould believe the Do&rines and praRice the duties 
of Chriſtianity, if ever we mean that it ſhould arm 
and deſend us.. To cloſe up all therefore, 'as' you 
hope to bethe better for your Religion, .to.be'de- 
fended by it, cither ſrom fin, or Mr (wn do not con- 
tent your ſelyes any longer, either with the empty 
name of Chriſtians, or.the forma] Profcffion of 
Chriſtianity, but eadeavour Tecicully ro Fork jou! 
minds into ſuch an' cfte&uat belicf of it, as may 
3 re _ throughly 


. 


. V8 (25) 
throughly' mould! you into dn heyrry compliante 
With its duties ; for which erid let the Be pop 
to ſhake off all that prejudice againſt Religion, 
vhich lewd and vicious Principles may have infu- 
ſed into your underftings, and to confider ſeriouſly 
with your ſelves, whether it be not a thouſand 
tinics more for your intcreft that Religion ſhould be 
no impoKure,than that you ſhould enjoy your lufts, 
and whether all thoſe comforts that Religion admi- 
nifters in this life, and all thoſe hopes it giveth of 
a glorious Immortality in the life to come, be 
not infinitely more valuable than the ſhort 
and fulſome pleaſure of « few paltry vices, and 
ſurc if you arc wiſe, when you have throughly con. 
ſidered this, you will heartily wiſh that Chrifſtia- 
nity were true, though you ſhould not be able to 
believe it ſo; but if when you have quitted all your 
Prejudice, you will but impartially ſurvey thoſe ma- 
ny and mighty evidences upon which this excellent 
Religion is founded, you will ſoon fand all that in- 
fidelity which now hovers over your underſtand- 
ings, vanith, and fly away like ſhadows before the 
Sun ; and your minds being once perſwaded into an 
hearty belief of its Truth and Divinity, you can- 
not imagine what force you will find in all its mo- 
tives, and Arguments, then will its promiſes tempt 
e a thouſand times more than all the lures, and 
landiſhments of vice, and its threats will over- 
power you with ſuch an awful dread, that nothing 
inthe world will be-ſo terrible es fin-; and you will 
find more life-x* one ward of Relipton, than in all 
the addreſs and — Vice ; then yon wall 
Sl no 
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R0 longer complain of the difficulties of Religi- 
on, nor be ſtartled at the ſteep aſcents in the 
way to Heaven ; for your faith will every moment 
ſupply you with new trength and vigour to carry 
yo. through all the weary ſtages of your duties;and 
having thus put on Chriftianity by faith and obedi- 
ence, you will find your ſelves inſtantly inſpired by 
it with ſuch an invincible courage, as will inable 
you to conquer all the malice, and [triumph over all 
the miſcries of the world. For now we ſhall be M= 
of our own Fortunes,and we need no longer be Te. 
nantsat will tro the Chances and accidents of the 
world, but all our happineſs in our own hands, and 
may chooſe whether we will be miſerable, for 
whilt we keep peace with God and our own 
Conſciences, and do not through our own wilful 
folly forfeit the bleſſed hope of Immortality; it is 
not all the power and malice of the world can 
threaten our ruine , or fhake the foundation of 
our happineſs; and therefore as we would be hap- 
py both here and hereafter, let us put on the whole 
Armour of God, and fincerely ſubmit our faith to 
the Doarines, and our practice to the Laws of 
Chriftianity z then may we bid defiance to all mi- 
ſery, and march triumphantly through Heaven to 
Heaven, and paſs through one Paradice into ano- 
ther : andour Religion havin ng atmicd us againſt all 
the troubles of chiefs ſhall' in the end crown us. 


with the Joys of the life to come. 
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